
Summer 2023 Reception - Curriculum Overview  
 

Communication and 
Language 

Personal, Social and 
Emotional 

Physical 
Development 

Literacy Mathematics Understanding 
the World 

Expressive Arts and 
Design 

Topics will depend on and be led by the children’s interests but may include the following: Growing and Mini-beasts 

Listening, Attention and 
Understanding 
- Embed the use of  

‘Helicopter Stories’  
- Learn and use topic 

vocabulary  
- Ask questions to find out 

more information 
- Retell stories or 

narratives in sequence, 
with more complex 
detail 

- Ask questions about 
something that has 
been read or heard. 

- Ask and answer 
questions – How & Why 

- Imagine possibilities – 
what happens next in a 
story 

 
Speaking 
- Express opinions and 

agree/disagree with 
others 

- Use ‘Colourful 
Semantics’  to support 
sentence structure 

- Use future and past 
tense 

- Use talk to describe 
things in detail 

- Use tone and intonation 
correctly when talking 
about something that 
interests them 

Self-Regulation 
- Show resilience and 

perseverance when 
finding something 
challenging 

- Identify and moderate 
feelings 

- Explain how and why 
a character might be 
feeling a certain way 
in a story 
 

Building 
Relationships 
- Resolve conflicts 

without always 
needing an adult to 
intervene  
Identify what others 
are good at and 
comment on others in 
a positive way 

- Support others when 
they are finding things 
tricky 

 

Managing Self 
- Change for PE 

independently. 
- GRAND Learning 

skills  
- Reflect and evaluate 

own work 
 

Know and talk about: 
-regular physical activity 

Fine motor skills  
- Continue ‘Busy 

Fingers’ activities 
- Handwriting and 

letter formation 
- Cut own food at 

lunch time using 
cutlery 

 
Gross motor skills 
Swimming 
- Change into 

swimwear 
independently  

- Feel confident 
entering the water 

- Listen to and 
follow instructions 
to engage in 
activities in the 
water.  

Outdoor PE 
- Ball skills: throw, 

catch, kick, pass, 
aim 

- Sports Day 
practice  

 

 

Focus texts: 
Yucky Worms 
Errol’s Garden 
Animal information 
texts 
Comprehension 
- Talk about stories 

that have been read 
in more detail 

- Predict what might 
happen in a story 
based on previous 
experiences  

 
Word Reading 
- Read simple 

phrases and 
sentences that are 
made up of set 1&2 
sounds and some 
Common Exception 
Words 

- Read Common 
Exception Words 
 

Writing 
- Begin to use full 

stops 
- Form letters 

correctly with a lead 
out  

- Begin to use capital 
letters 

- Write for a range of 
purposes including: 
short 

Number and 
Numerical Pattern 

- Addition and 
subtraction – use 
number lines, keep 
one number in 
head 

- Number bonds to 5 
and 10 

- Problem solve to 
use and apply 
learned skills in 
real life situations. 

- Use Bar Modelling 
to solve problems 

- Halving and 
doubling 

- Count in 2’s, 5’s 
10’s 

- Share equally – link 
to fractions 

 
Shape & Measure 

- 2D and 3D shape – 
describe properties 

- Mathematical 
language of 
comparative 
measures 

 

 

 
 

History links: 
- How has the local 

area changed? 
- How did the 

school look when 
it was first built? 
What has 
changed? 

 
ICT: 

- How to use 
technology to 
support learning 

- E-safety 
 
Science links: 

- Sort and classify 
- Care for living 

things 
- Prepare garden 

area – grow seeds 
and vegetables 

- Growing and 
changing in 
humans 

- Seasons 
- Comparison 

between living & 
non-living 

 
Exploring 
Cultures:  

DT links 

- Plan and design 
- Use a range of 

materials and combine 
them to make a 
product 

- Join materials 
together using a range 
of methods e.g. split 
pins,  

- Improve and evaluate 
construction 

- Build for a purpose 
 

Music Links: 

- Investigate musical 
instruments 

- Pulse and rhythm 
- Make and perform 

music 

- Compose and record  
-  

 
Art Links 

- Explore colour, 
texture, shape, form 
and space in 2D and 
3D 

- Evaluate and improve  
 
 



- Independently use new 
language learned in a 
range of situations 

- Use talk to solve 
problems, organise 
thinking/activities and 
explain in more detail 

- Carryout instructions 
with several parts/a 
sequence of instructions 

- Correct use of past, 
present and future 
tenses 

-healthy eating 
-tooth brushing 
-sensible amounts of 
screen time 
-having a good sleep 
routine 
- road safety 

 

 
 

sentences/captions 
or labels using 
sound knowledge  

- Begin to use word 
spaces 

- Re read what has 
been written and 
check for sense 

- Count or clap 
syllables in words 

 

 
 
 

- Ramadan and Eid 

 
Geography Links: 

- Environments – 
local and wider 

- Similarities and 
differences  in 
environments 

- Care for the 
environment 

- Name and identify 
features of the 
environment 

- Identify 
similarities/differen
ces between 
homes 

- Early map skills 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


